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COUNTY SENIOR TEAMS IN ICC 2009-2010

1st TEAM FINAL WEEKEND
Premier B Division

played at MILTON KEYNES  27th/28th March 2010 

Report by Team Manager Trevor Shanks
We started off this weekend equal on 44 points with leaders Leicestershire.  They were top as they had beaten us 6/4 in the last match of the previous weekend.  Lanarkshire lurked dangerously close in third spot with 43 points.  Our second match on the Saturday was against them and would be vital.

Our first match was against Avon, who luckily for us, were without a couple of their better ladies. Both Ben Tier and Adam Rickenbach lost their singles. Ben went down 21/17, 21/15 to Josh Green and Adam lost 21/14, 21/19 to Chris Coles. Jo Dix and Hannah Littlecott soon brought the scores level. Jo easily disposed of Nicole Webb 21/10, 21/17 while Hannah made easy work of Louise Sobey, winning 21/9, 21/6. Chris Evans and Matthew Corby beat the Avon 1st pair 21/14, 21/16 but unfortunately Chris Shepperd and Steve Smith lost in three games 14/21, 21/14, 21/17 to Geoffrey Ball and Adam Porter. Sarah Burgess/Kelly Holdway beat Sarah Boyce/Jenny Buckley 21/12, 21/18 and Jo/Hannah accounted for the second pair with a 21/14, 21/9 scoreline. We shared the mixed doubles. Chris Shepperd and Kelly beat Adam Porter/Jenny Buckley 21/10, 21/12 while Adam Smith/Sarah Boyce beat our second pair Steve and Sarah 10/21, 21/12, 21/15 to leave a final score of 6/4 in our favour.
Meanwhile Lanarkshire had beaten Yorkshire 2nd team by the same margin and leaders Leicestershire had lost 7/3 to Worcestershire. These results meant that we were now level with the Scottish side with 50 points and Leicestershire were on 47. Our afternoon match against Lanarkshire would be very important.
And so it proved……

Our only winner in the singles was Hannah at No. 2 who beat Fiona Archibald 21/15, 21/15. Jo lost a tight third game 21/18 to Kirsty Gilmour 21/18 having won the first 21/17 and then losing the second 21/9. Prior to these results both Ben and Adam had lost their singles encounters in three games. The former went down 21/18, 15/21, 21/12 to Craig Goodard while Adam lost 13/21, 21/15, 21/13 to Kenny Young. Matthew Corby and Chris Evans found Jamie Neill/Keith Turnbull too much for them losing 21/10, 21/16. Chris Shepperd/Steve Smith won their first game against Andy Bowman/Kenny Young 21/16 but then lost the next two 21/19, 21/12 to leave our opponents with a 5/1 lead. Sarah Burgess and Kelly Holdway got a vital point with a 21/16, 21/18 victory over Kirsten Geals/Kirsty Gilmour but unfortunately Hannah and Jo lost 21/12, 21/19 to Dawn Anderson/Emma Gallagher. Both the mixed doubles went to the opposition. Chris Shepperd and Kelly lost 21/12, 21/7 to Andrew Bowman/Kirsten Geals and Matthew Corby. Sarah Burgess went down 21/16, 23/21 to Keith Turnbull/Emma Gallagher to leave the final score 8/2 in favour of Lanarkshire. A rather disastrous result as far as we were concerned.

Leicestershire had beaten Hertfordshire 2nds by the same score so that the top three positions in the table were now

Lanarkshire
            58

Leicestershire

56

Hampshire

52

For this third and final weekend for this division the Scottish county had produced a much stronger team than in the previous two weekends.

Our Sunday match was against Yorkshire 2nd team which was in mid-table, safe from relegation worries and with no chance of getting a promotion spot. Our result against them was important and at the same time we kept our eyes on the Leicestershire/Surrey 2nd and Lanarkshire/Worcestershire matches. Having had a match point in the third game against Jason Marshall, Ben Tier unfortunately lost 21/19, 20/22, 23/21. Adam also had a three set match before defeating James Allison 6/21, 21/19, 21/18. Jo and Hannah both won their matches in three games. Jo beat Nikki Chan-lam 21/18, 18/21, 21/17 while Hannah accounted for Steffi Clarke with a 21/12, 13/21, 21/17 scoreline. Matthew and Chris Evans had a close three set match before overcoming Mark Middleton/Nitin Panesar 21/14, 19/21, 21/19. Chris Shepperd and Steve beat second pair Chris Allen/Ian Woolway 21/17, 21/18. Sarah and Kelly accounted for Lauren Allison/Dawn Johnson 21/19, 21/19 while Jo and Hannah lost out to the second pair Sarah Panesar and the vastly experienced Sarah Bok 21/12, 21/14. We split the mixed. Chris Evans partnered with Kelly easily beat Jason Marshall/Lauren Allison 21/15, 21/15 but Matthew and Sarah lost 21/12, 21/16 to Mark Middleton/Sarah Bok. The end result was a 7/3 victory for us. Unfortunately Leicestershire had made the same score against Surrey 2nd team while Lanarkshire had beaten Worcestershire 9/1.  We had then ended up in third spot, missing promotion by 3 points.

The final table was:

Lanarkshire

67
Avon


43





Leicestershire

62
Buckinghamshire
40





Hampshire

59
Surrey 2nd

38





Worcestershire

48
Hertfordshire 2nd
29





Yorkshire 2nd

46
Dorset


18

It is interesting to note with hindsight that 28 of the 90 games we played went to three sets of which we lost 16 and won 12.  This observation was made after it is all over and also by someone watching from the side and luckily for the team not called upon to play. Here’s to next season!

Well done to the team for coming 3rd but it would have been good if we could have climbed back into Premier A.

By the Sunday we were obviously reliant on the teams above us to not do well, but Lanarkshire had an excellent score against Worcestershire whilst Leicestershire managed to retain their lead over us. Perhaps they had an earlier night than some of the Hampshire players were rumoured to have had!!  




**************
HAMPSHIRE 2 v KENT

Played at The Westgate Centre, 21/03/10

This was the 2nd Team’s last match of the 09/10 season. Having only won 3 out of their previous 7 matches, including a loss 4 – 11 to Kent in the away game, they needed to win this match to emphasise the fact that they were worthy contenders for a Division 1 place.

RESULTS:

Men’s Singles:-

Ben Muir beat Peter Stock 21/16 21/10




Andy Penn beat Danny Capon 21/14 22/20

Ladies’ Singles:-
Anna Showan beat Kim Steer 21/12 21/13




Beulah Moody beat Carla Staden 21/16 15/21 21/13

Men’s Doubles:-
Andy Penn/James Todd lost to Phil Troke/Paul Freeman 15/21 22/20 22/24 
                                        and beat Danny Capon/Peter Stock 21/18 21/15




Alex Ferguson/Ben Muir lost to Troke/Freeman 12/21 19/21 
                                        and beat Capon/Stock 19/21 21/13 21/15

Ladies’ Doubles:-
Charmaine Webb/Annie Avison lost to Tracey Middleton/Jo Muggeridge 19/21 
                                        19/21 
                                        and beat Kim Steer/Carla Staden 21/12 21/13




Anna Showan/Beulah Moody lost to Middleton/Muggeridge 17/21 13/21 
                                        and beat Steer/Staden 21/13 20/22 21/19

Mixed Doubles:-
Andy Penn/Charmaine Webb beat Troke/Middleton 21/9 18/21 21/16




James Todd/Anna Showan beat Stock/Steer 15/21 21/18 21/18




Alex Ferguson/Annie Avison lost to Freeman/Muggeridge 13/21 14/21

              Hampshire 2 beat Kent 10 – 5

After a very mixed bag of results this season this team picked itself up and ended the season on a high.This was a very good win over a strong Kent side. 3 out of the 5 Kent wins went to Jo Muggeridge, the very experienced ex-England player.

Well done to the team for avoiding any relegation issues. 



EDITOR 

FINAL POSITIONS FOR OUR SENIOR COUNTY TEAMS 2009-2010
1st Team

The 1st team finished third in premier B.
	PREMIER DIVISION B

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	POSITION
	COUNTY
	TIES
	OF WHICH
	TIES
	MATCHES
	MATCHES
	SECTION

	
	
	FOR
	DRAWN
	AGAINST
	FOR
	AGAINST
	POINTS

	1
	Lanarkshire 1
	8
	0
	1
	67
	23
	67

	2
	Leicestershire 1
	8
	0
	1
	62
	28
	62

	3
	Hampshire 1
	7
	0
	2
	59
	31
	59

	4
	Worcestershire 1
	6
	0
	3
	48
	42
	48

	5
	Yorkshire 2
	4
	2
	5
	46
	44
	46

	6
	Avon 1
	3.5
	1
	5.5
	43
	47
	43

	7
	Buckinghamshire 1
	3.5
	1
	5.5
	40
	50
	40

	8
	Surrey 2
	3
	0
	6
	38
	52
	38

	9
	Hertfordshire 2
	2
	0
	7
	29
	61
	29

	10
	Dorset 1
	0
	0
	9
	18
	72
	18


2nd Team

The 2nd team finished third in division 1C.

DIVISION 1C
	POSITION
	COUNTY
	TIES
	TIES
	MATCHES
	MATCHES
	SECTION

	
	
	FOR
	AGAINST
	FOR
	AGAINST
	POINTS

	1
	Kent 1
	7
	1
	76
	44
	18

	2
	Essex 2
	5
	3
	68
	52
	16

	3
	Middlesex 2
	4
	4
	71
	49
	15

	4
	Hampshire 2
	4
	4
	50
	70
	10

	5
	Sussex 1
	0
	8
	35
	85
	1


3rd Team 

The third team finished fifth in division 3D and are therefore relegated to division 4.

	DIVISION 3D

	POSITION
	COUNTY
	TIES
	TIES
	MATCHES
	MATCHES
	SECTION

	
	
	FOR
	AGAINST
	FOR
	AGAINST
	POINTS

	1
	Berkshire 2
	8
	0
	81
	39
	21

	2
	Oxfordshire 2
	6
	2
	77
	43
	18

	3
	Cornwall 1
	3
	5
	52
	68
	9

	4
	Somerset 2
	1
	7
	49
	71
	8

	5
	Hampshire 3
	2
	6
	41
	79
	4


UNDER 21 INTER-COUNTIES TOURNAMENT – 27th/28th March 2010
held at the Hertfordshire Sports Village, Hatfield, Herts 

Report by Jill Robertson – Team Manager

With the players spread throughout the County, three cars departed for Hatfield on the morning of the tournament arriving by 11.00am in good time for their first match at 12.15pm. Players from the north of the county, Tom Forsyth, Mark Cappleman, Jessica Shotton & Lisa Turner were joined by team mates Nick Ward, Ben Muir, Persia Keens, James Todd and Hannah Ferguson and team manager Jill Robertson.  

Our group had last year’s winners Leinster in it together with Essex & Cornwall. We needed to win the first match against Essex and we did by 4 – 2, much to the surprise of Essex and the delight of Hampshire! The next match was due to be played at 4.00pm against Leinster and oh were they strong! Ben Muir was the only victor and although we gave them a run for their money, went down 1 – 5. Our last game on Saturday was against Cornwall and with the team playing well took this game 5 – 1. This result gave us 2nd place in our group taking us through to the 1 – 10 slot play-offs.

At 9.00am Sunday morning (after losing an hour’s sleep due to change in clocks to Summer time) we duly met Devon for our first match of the day. Although winners of their group the previous day we really felt that we had a good chance of beating them. Unfortunately this was not to be and with Ben, Nick & James being the only winners in their Men’s Double matches, we lost the match 2 – 4.

Our next match against Lancashire was not due to be played until 3.30pm so we had a bit of a wait. Ben won his singles again so maintained a 100% record over the weekend, but Jessica lost in 3 sets (playing singles in place of a tired Lisa). James & Nick went on to win the Men’s Doubles; Hannah & Persia lost their Ladies so 2 – 2 going into the Mixed. Mark & Lisa won in 3 sets but Tom & Jessica lost leaving the match drawn at 3 – 3. On count back with 7 games apiece, we lost the match by 10 points having won 247 to their 257 points.

The team did well, finishing in 8th place and with age regulations the team will be somewhat different next season for another try at this tournament. Let’s hope that the girls will be fit again by then?

It is always difficult to survive this tournament coming so late in the season so well done to Ben Muir for his 100% record over the weekend. Thanks go to Jill for taking this team as originally she had planned to go to the 1st team match at Milton Keynes as Chairman of Selectors.





                                                         EDITOR
***************
Topflight scores over the Nation as Badminton Club Champions

The 2010 England National Club Badminton Championships began in January and was open to all league-playing clubs in the country. The format included two singles, four level doubles games and three mixed doubles matches. The Topflight Badminton Academy entered this year’s competition with high hopes after just missing out on the title from a superb Loughborough team last year, although the current competition was far stronger than ever before.

The campaign got off to a good start with an emphatic 9-0 group stage win over Devon outfit Queens. The second and last first-round group stage match was a fantastic battle against a Bournemouth club that had a current England international and a former Olympian. Although they had a formidable team that had an excellent level of depth, Topflight felt confident they could pick up a result as they were fielding their strongest possible team. The Shepperd brothers, Chris and Pete, were reunited and didn’t disappoint with an accomplished victory in their doubles. Although both men’s and ladies ‘singles matches were lost, Topflight’s strength in depth was displayed by winning two of the three mixed ties and a further ladies ‘doubles through Sarah Burgess & Hana Littlecott, which had the match tied at 4-4 with just an evenly balanced first men’s doubles contest to go. This game didn’t disappoint for drama with Dan Corby & Steve Smith losing the first set but recovering to level the match at one set all. The third set was point for point before Dan & Steve took advantage with a spell of effective offensive play and finally took the match 21-19 in the third set. The close 5-4 win was tribute to both sides and was watched by many of the club’s players that added to a fantastic atmosphere. Topflight had now secured a second round tie against another Devon club, one that had pushed them hard in the same round last year. This was also the round that mattered as the winning team would proceed to the grand final weekend at the national badminton centre in Milton Keynes and the loser would be going home and waiting for next year. Thankfully for Topflight the match was won with competent ease and they progressed to the grand-finals.

The grand finals were contested by the eight regional winning teams with towns and cities such as Loughborough, Sheffield and Wycombe being represented. The eight teams were split into 2 groups with all four clubs playing each other with the winning team from each group contesting the final. The players that would do battle for Topflight in this tough weekend of badminton were Hana Littlecott, Sarah Burgess, Charmaine Webb, Sitara Bali, Kelly Holdway, Chris Shepperd, Dan Corby, Nick Ward and Steve Smith. The first match on Saturday morning was against the young and talented Wycombe Originals and despite losing the very first match, Topflight came through to take the tie 7-2 and lead the group. The pick of the performances came from the 17-year old Sitara Bali who played with a level of consistency above her years. The second group match was against an old rival from last year’s competition, Worcestershire’s Barnt Green. Despite containing several experienced players, Topflight mirrored the performance of last year with a comfortable 6-3 win. Topflight had finished day one in style and were looking forward to what had built to a semi-final clash on Sunday morning against the Kent side Eltham Green, who had disposed of Wycombe and Barnt Green with more ease than Topflight. So it was a hearty all you can eat carvery buffet for most of the team and a quiet and relaxing evening with their feet up, as relaxing as it could have been while watching England’s first game in the world cup against USA and that moment from Rob Green!

Despite the sorrows from the previous evening’s football, the Topflight team emerged on Sunday morning without too many injury concerns and got to the hall in plenty of time to prepare for the oncoming assault from Eltham Green. Again Topflight were up against it with former international and Olympic players facing them. After losing the men’s singles to Essex County man Joel Gael it was up to Hana Littlecott to restore equilibrium against a tough opponent. Hana had played well on Saturday but Sunday would be even better as she was hitting her very best form and comfortably took the game within two-sets, which was met by the exuberant team support on the sidelines. Again, Topflight went behind when losing the first men’s doubles, but this was restored by an excellent display from Chris and Nick in the second men’s doubles. Tied at 2-2 the game went to the ladies doubles with Charmaine & Sarah winning easily, although concentration was difficult to keep as the court next to them was stage to a fantastic and crucial game between Topflight’s first doubles pairing of Kelly & Hana. The game went to its maximum duration with setting in all three games. Tears were held back but tantrums were rife in the Eltham Green partnership with even gamesmanship being attempted by the Kent support that was quickly quashed by the Topflight faithful. Although the game swung from one side to the other it was eventually the cross-court net from Hana that set up the rangy smash from Kelly that secured the win and a 4-2 lead – only one more match needed. The next game came in the form of mixed doubles with Chris Shepperd & Charmaine Webb up against former national champion and highly world ranked player Peter Knowles. It didn’t start well with Chris & Charmaine going down heavily in the first set, although they made a late push before losing it. There were signs that Peter may not be getting it all his own way. This was the case at the start of the second set as Chris & Charmaine were unstoppable - a different pair as to the one that started the game with Chris controlling each rally for Charmaine to finish with some excellent net play. The Topflight duo took the game to three sets and then finally won with ease and with it taking Topflight to the golden 5 games in the match and a spot in the final.

After a long break with much to discuss about a strong Sheffield Brunswick team that contained a former English number 3 ranked man and a solid wealth of experienced players, a few tinkerings to the lineup were performed with Nick Ward taking back his singles slot. So at 2pm on Sunday 13th June the final commenced. Nick had a tough game and lost in two sets, although there were times the youngster showed promise of picking up the second set. The ladies ‘singles was equally as difficult with Hana having to play a Malaysian university student who had gained much success on the national circuit this year. Many could not call this match, but Hana had only known one thing this weekend and that was not to lose. She won the match emphatically within two-sets and set Topflight level at 1-1. It was then the men’s doubles next with Topflight being tipped to win both and Dan & Steve duly picked up the first game, however, it did not go to plan in the second men’s doubles with Chris and Nick losing 21-16 in the third set. The ladies’ doubles were going to be close but most had predicted a Topflight double win again, and the girls did not disappoint. Kelly & Hana were loving doing things the dramatic way and finally came through to win in three sets. It was a different story for Sarah & Charmaine who won their game comfortably and sent Topflight into a commanding 4-2 lead. So just one more win needed going into the first mixed doubles. The champagne was on ice, the party poppers ready, but Sheffield were not playing ball and took the game from Dan & Sarah 21-17, 21-17. A few worried faces could now be seen on the Topflight bench. They couldn’t lose from this position, could they? Nerves and anxiety were put to one side by the experienced Topflight pairs that now took to adjacent courts, Chris & Charmaine on one, Steve & Kelly on the other. It was either a tense finish or a race to see which pair could win the title for Topflight. This had an element of déjà vu for some as it was Steve, Chris & Charmaine playing the last two games of the previous year’s final with the result not going their way. Chris was keen to avenge last year’s loss and with an in-form Charmaine by his side demolished the Sheffield stand with an incredible 21-7, 21-11 win and with it the title of National Champions. Steve and Kelly swept up the remaining northern challenge to bring home a 6-3 win for the southerners.

It was a fantastic season for Topflight who could not have done it without the amazing support of their club members. Darran Taylor and Lucy Blanchard had also played their part in earlier rounds to allow the finals team a shot at the title. The Topflight Badminton Academy has a strong and successful set-up and delivers coaching to some of the best talented juniors in the country. They cater for all ages and levels of player and if you are interested in joining the success please visit them at www.topflightba.co.uk.

Final Positions

1. TOPFLIGHT BADMINTON ACADEMY                     

2. Sheffield Brunswick



        

3. Eltham Green



        

4. Leighway BC



        

5.     Loughborough Students
6.     Barnt Green
7.     Solihull & Shirley
8.     Wycombe Originals
Our photo shows the National Club Champions:

Kelly Holdway, Sarah Burgess, Charmaine Webb, 

Hana Littlecott, Sitara Bali, Nick Ward, Chris 

Shepperd, Steve Smith and Dan Corby
An excellent result for Topflight. No doubt they are 
eagerly awaiting this year’s competition. EDITOR              
OBITUARY

MICHAEL CHARLES WILLIAM SERTIN

(Chairman – Badminton England)

(2nd November 1943 – 11th March 2010)

Mike was born in Calne, Wiltshire in 1943 and grew up in nearby 
Chippenham. He won a scholarship to Bath Grammar School and 
later graduated as a maths teacher from St. Lukes College, Exeter 
in 1965. After teacher training in Torquay he took up a teaching 
post at Wellington School where in 1971 he was made Head of 
Mathematics and from 1977 to 1980 was House Tutor of Willows. 
Meanwhile in 1974 he had opened his shop “Wellington Sports” 
and had organised many Rugby events, being an avid fan. 

He represented Wiltshire and Avon & Somerset at both tennis 
and badminton. 

In 1969 he helped found the South West Badminton Association 
and a year later started the Taunton Badminton League. From 1988 – 2008 he was Chairman of the Somerset Badminton Association and their representative on the Council of Badminton England. 

In 1980 he was appointed the Secretary of the Lawn Tennis Association and moved to London. He became their Tournament & Events Director, including responsibility for organising both the Davis & Wightman Cups both of which he captained. He also was responsible for organising the Eastbourne Ladies Championship & the Bristol Challenger.  

Mike moved back to Wellington in 1989 and married Catherine Troke. He founded his own Leisure Management Company which was very much involved in Rugby, Football & Tennis. His son James was born in 1991.

He became Chairman of Badminton England in 2008 and worked closely with Darren Parks (then Head of Events) in redefining the administration and presentation of their major events, particularly the All England Championships. His business acumen also enabled them to sharpen their commercial profile to meet the demanding targets set by UK Sport & Sport England. 

He was very much involved in the organisation of celebrations for the 100th All England Championships at the N.I.A. Birmingham but tragically had a massive heart attack and died during these Championships. 

His Service of Thanksgiving took place at the Chapel of St. Michael & St. George, Wellington School on Friday 26th March 2010 followed by a private burial at Langford Budville, the village where he lived with Catherine and James. 

During the service tributes were read by Adrian Christy – Badminton England, Sue Mappin – Lawn Tennis Association, Mike Eastmond (a longstanding friend) – Wellington School and Diana Troke – representing the family.

INTER DISTRICT KNOCK-OUT COMPETITION 09/10 SEASON

Report by Ruth Cairns, Tournament Organiser

The Inter-District KO Competition took place at Westgate Centre on Sunday 18th April 2010.  Unfortunately Waterside District was unable to field a team so five Districts were represented.

In the First round Aldershot and Camberley players Paul Nicolls
, Robin Trust, Gareth Davis, Diane Doyle, Claire Stott and Debbie Miller met the Portsmouth and Havant team, which comprised Phil Sayer, Martin Barrett, Dave Kane, Nicky Pointon, Louise Burdfield and Jesse McAllen. Aldershot and Camberley won two of the Mixed games, then all the Ladies’ and Men’s, finishing on 373 points to 274.

In the second half of the draw the Basingstoke team, made up of Tim Cooper, Steve Harrison, Ben Ansell, Alison Crawford, Juliet McAskill and Emma James met the Winchester players, James Bevis, Peter Seward, Richard Whatley, Julie Turner, Julie Newbold and Alison Gerrett. Winchester won two of the Mixed games, two Men’s and two Ladies’ games- all very close results.  Winchester won by 364 points to 302.

In the second round Winchester played Southampton, who had received a bye.  The Southampton team of James Todd, Alex Ferguson, John Hepworth, Jenny Crump, Lesley Lockie and Jackie Barron proved just too strong for Winchester, taking seven of the nine games. The third Mixed was shared and Winchester B/C Ladies won their game.  Southampton won by 360 points to 303.

In the contest for the Trophy Southampton again proved the stronger team, winning 6 games to Aldershot and Camberley’s 3: two Mixed, three Men’s and one Ladies’. The final points were 352 to 289 in favour of Southampton.


The Plate was contested by Basingstoke and Portsmouth & Havant. 
This was a very close match with Portsmouth & Havant winning 
5 games, one Mixed, two Men’s and two Ladies’, but Basingstoke 
gained more points to win by just 7 points, 334 to 327.

Thanks Ruth for once again organising this tournament. Some of 
the players then went on to play club matches in the evening. 
Well done to everyone.                                                                  EDITOR

SOUTHAMPTON & DISTRICT BADMINTON ASSOCIATION

2009/10 EDDIE PECKHAM CUP – Report by Geof Eales
The Final of the Eddie Peckham Cup took place on Sunday 16th May 2010 at the Westgate Badminton Centre. The finalists were St. Denys from the Premier Division (-10) and BGB from Division 2B (+4). This Mixed Doubles event is run on club night during the season. In the semi-finals St. Denys from the Premier Division (-10) had defeated Matchpoint B (+4) in a close match 5 – 4, and BGB from Division 2B (+4) had had a more convincing  7 – 2 win over Caer Gwent another Premier Division team (-10) 7 – 2.  

For the final it was decided not to alter the handicaps and each team consisted of 3 Mixed pairs each playing against the opposing team’s three pairs, playing best of 3 sets to 21 points with no setting. 

The games produced some top class badminton with both teams doing their utmost to win but still playing in a very sportsmanship manner. Of the 9 games played 4 went to 3 sets. After the first 3 games St. Denys led by 2 – 1. The following 3 games all went St. Denys’ way giving them an overall winning score. The final 3 games all went to St. Denys making them the clear winners by 8 games to 1. The main difference between the two teams was that the St. Denys’ pairings made very few errors, playing the more consistent badminton as you would expect from a Premier division team.

At the conclusion of an exciting match both teams were congratulated on their standard of play and the spirit in which the match was played. Thanks went to Bob Collier for arranging the final. 

RESULTS:-    St. Denys’ names first.                  St. Denys won 8 - 1
Mark Peckham/Jo Dix:               beat Philip Barber/Karyn Richardson 21/13 31/13

                                                       beat Steve Norton/Julie Kingston 22/20 21/16

                                                       beat Steve Council/Vikki Gunn 21/18 21/17

Ewan Campbell/Jenny Crump: beat Barber/Richardson 12/21 21/18 21/15

                                                       beat Norton/Kingston 21/16 20/22 21/18

                                                       beat Council/Gunn 21/15 21/11

Neil Potter/Kate Lutman:          lost to Barber/Richardson 6/21 21/17 19/21

                                                       beat Norton/Kingston 21/11 20/22 21/16

                                                       beat Council/Gunn 21/19 21/16


See entry form opposite for next season’s event. 
Note that the format has changed to 1 mixed 
and 2 level double matches per player. Editor.


Southampton and District Badminton Association would like to announce the Eddie Peckham Cup for the season 2010/2011. (Entries close end of October 2010)

· Winners of the cup will receive £100 and the runners-up £50 (subject to number of teams entering)
· Handicapped event (committee to decide upon handicaps)
· Teams comprising of 3 ladies and 3 men and each team member will play in 1 mixed doubles event and 2 level games either ladies’ or men’s doubles making a total of 9 games.
· Each game will be best of 3 sets to 21 points.  NO setting.
· Expenses (court hire and shuttles) will be split between the 2 teams but the home team will supply the shuttles.

· Cost to enter is £5 per team for clubs that do not play in the Southampton and District leagues and free to those clubs that do.  More than one team per club can be entered if you wish.

· Final will be held at the Westgate Badminton Centre in May.

· Contact Geof Eales at Geof@ealesg.fsworld.co.uk if you are interested in entering a team.
JUNIOR EVENTS
U15 Team Challenge 2010

Report by Alan & Shirley Baker

Hampshire entered the National U15 Team Challenge with high hopes after winning the regional rounds comfortably. The tournament is played with 3 mixed pairs, one boys’ and one girls’ singles and one boys’ and one girls’ doubles. All the games are played with just one rubber to 21 points. The counties all play one another and the team with the most wins is declared the winner.

The day started with a tight match against Warwickshire. We had 2 good mixed wins and boys’ doubles followed by Viki in the singles but after other close matches we just lost 4-3.

Undeterred we faced local rivals Sussex next and improved our performance with a 5-2 win with Sikun and Jessica having a good mixed result along with positive results from the boys and girls singles. This put us on course for a chance to win the event.

Our next opponents were Essex and this proved to be a close match with us losing all the mixed but coming through strongly in the doubles and singles to finish 4-3 winners.

Yorkshire were our next opponents and some spirited badminton gave us a 5-2 win against our old foes with some excellent badminton from Kelvin, Viki and Melissa.

The team from Ulster were our next opponents and we again proved too strong and came through 6-1 winners. Tom and Sarah, Sarah and Melissa both held their nerve to come through 21-20 winners in the mixed and doubles.

The penultimate match was against Buckinghamshire and the team were determined to continue in their winning way and started with 3 good wins in the mixed and followed this with Viki winning 21- 20 in her singles and Tom and Nick winning a good doubles match 21-17. This gave us a 6-1 result and a chance to win the whole event.

Our last match against Hertfordshire was our final and the team played their best badminton of the day. We won all 3 mixed and Viki won her singles to give us a 4-3 result.  The overall results of the day proved we were the strongest County with the most wins and Hampshire became the National U15 Team Challenge Champions. They had shown throughout the whole season they were up for the Challenges and this was a great result. Congratulations from all of Hampshire on a fine performance and we look forward to some more success. 

The photo for this team is on the front cover.

***********
        U.17 SHIRES FINAL 

               Report by Alan & Shirley Baker

As the U17 team won their regional Shires league they were invited to take part in the one-day final event held at the Hatfield University Complex competing against the top eight teams in the Country. The sports complex is new and ideal for hosting such a prestigious event. 

The format was for all teams to be drawn out of a hat for the first 4 matches with the winners going on to compete in a group of 4 for the top places with the losers of the first match competing for the remaining 5 to 8 places. The counties can have 10 players of 5 girls and 5 boys who have to play one game to 21 points in 4 mixed, 4 boys’ & girls’ singles and two boys’ & girls’ doubles giving a total of 20 games. 

Back Row: Steven Cross, Steven Cappleman, John Williams, Daniel Stride

Front Row: Viki Williams, Hayley Duckett, Anna Showan, Andrew Stride, Josie Latimer, Melissa Stride
We arrived ready to compete and found we were drawn against Yorkshire who had just won the ICT at Nottingham. Undaunted we took to the courts but found the initial first four mixed too much and were 4 down but with 3 of the games going to within 3 points. We then played the boys’ singles and won 1 in 3 and then the girls started to turn the tide by winning 3 of the 4 matches, with positive games from Anna, Hayley, Viki and Steven Cappleman in the boys. We were then 4-8 games down as we entered the doubles events. The girls proved that they were competitive and won 3 of the 4 games. The boys were only able to win 2 of their 4 games and we ended up with a 9-11 result. When the points were totalled we had 337 to Yorkshire’s 344, so once again it was a close contest between the two counties. We now had to be content with playing for places 5 to 8.

Our next match was against Essex, where we produced better mixed by winning 2 of the 4 games. We halved the boy’s singles with Daniel and Steven Cappleman playing well. In the girls we won 3 of the 4 girls’ singles so were 7 –5 up before the girls’ doubles. Unfortunately Josie had to retire with a stomach strain but Melissa stepped in to cover the rest of the games and despite being an U14 put up a great show and with calm confidence from Anna they won both doubles along with Hayley and Viki in good form too. We then won 1 boys' doubles to give us a good 12- 8 win. 

We were now facing our old rivals Nottingham who beat us on points after a 5-5 draw and 12-12 in games at the ICT so we were determined to up our game and started with a positive mixed session of 3-1. The singles was also a very positive session with us winning 3 boys and 2 girls giving us an 8-4 lead. The boys won 1 doubles and the girls won 2. This gave us an 11-9 win and placed us 5th.   The highest position we could achieve after our first loss to Yorkshire. 

This was a good team result considering we had lost our No.1 girls’ singles player and the girls still managed to win more than the boys by a considerable margin. It was the last event for many of the players as they leave the Junior County to join the Seniors next season and we would like to wish them good luck for the future.   
U.15’s SHIRES LEAGUE

“A UNIQUE DOUBLE WIN” 

Report by Peter Kent
Having  won the Team Challenge in March, the U15’s went on to clinch the Shires League title on a blisteringly hot day in Hatfield, and with it this team’s  season closed with a perfect  return of 100% matches won as well as double winning national champions. This title however was won by the narrowest of margins & victory was only sealed on the final point of the final game in a punishing day of twists and turns.  

Hampshire could have been expected to be hottest of favourites for the title as Team Challenge Champions and runaway winners of their Area Group, dropping only 10 of 120 games available, but it is testament to the players, their fretful parents and to Alan and Shirley Baker, the team coaches, that there was no complacency as the finals began.

The draw could not have been more difficult – playing Essex then Hertfordshire before meeting Yorkshire in the final.

The Essex match was secured early on with strong mixed pairs followed by dominant singles performances.  The match won, the level doubles pairs conserved their energy but the team still went on to win by an impressive 14-6.

In the semis, the strong boys from Hertfordshire took control of mixed matches, usually a Hampshire strength, and then went on to dominate the boys singles taking an early 6-2 lead in the tie. The Hampshire girls won all their singles leaving it finely poised at 6-6 with only the level doubles to play. The tie turned as the number 1 boys’ pairings played the first of the level doubles, and with the inspired Tom Kent and Nick Downard overcoming the England duo of Bambrick and Sadler 21-18.  Hertfordshire was broken, and the Hampshire team moved in for the kill, winning the match 12-8.  

If a sign of a good team is strength in depth, then this is a very good team. Sikun Chen, Melissa Stride and Kelvin Latimer – all U14’s – and Jess Rix have consistently and methodically dominated their opposition this season and they continued to secure valuable wins on this day.

But with such a tough match in the semis, our players visibly wilting, the hall evermore hot and stuffy, and Yorkshire benefiting from an easier draw, the title looked destined to go up the M1. 2 all after the mixed became 5-3 to Hampshire after the boys’ singles, but pulled back to 6-6 after the girls’ singles, and then 8-8 after the first round of level doubles. Much tallying of points won and lost showed that this was too close to call – only an outright win would assure either team of the title.

Like prize fighters in the final round of a title bout, the U15’s mustered themselves for a one final effort.  Good wins from both boys’ doubles, but a tough game for Melissa Stride and Jess Rix against another all England pair meant is was down to Viki Williams and Sarah Stannett to secure the win.  Players, parents and coaches besieged the court. Hants moved to 20-16. It looked good. Then rally by rally, Yorkshire pegged back to 20-20. In the din, winner takes all, a deft lift by Sarah, confusion between the opposing players, the shuttle landed an inch inside the line. A famous and unique double was secured.

Back Row: Sarah Stannett, Tom Kent, Sikun Chen, Nick Downard, Viki Williams
Front Row: Melissa Stride, Kelvin Latimer, Jessica Rix

Inter Counties Tournament 2010

              Report by Alan & Shirley Baker

This year was no exception in that we were lucky enough to be able to take a group of Hampshire’s’ finest young players to Nottingham University to compete in the annual ICT. 

We arrived on the Wednesday evening and went to the local bowling alley where the styles of bowling had to be seen to be believed. 

The next day we had to play 3 matches with 2 in the afternoon and the 3rd in the evening. The format is 2 girls’ & boys’ singles, 2 mixed and 2 boys’ & girls’ doubles of 3 games to 15 points. The first match was against Derbyshire and we came out with a good win 8-2. Then we had to play the next game straight away against Durham and we came through winners again at 7-3. We then had a break to taste the “Uni” cooking with an evening meal at the campus, which went down well, and we returned to the courts at 8.40 to beat Bedfordshire 8-2.

The next day was a long day with us having to play 4 matches. Our first at Chilwell Sports Centre was against a good Devon side who put up a real fight. We started with a surprise as our 1st and 2nd mixed went down with both games going to 3 ends. Then we lost 2nd boys singles but a good game from Anna stopped the rot with a focused win at 2nd girls singles leaving us down 1-3. We lost 1st boys singles but Josie put us back on track with a fine win in 3 ends making the score 2-4. Viki/Hayley and Anna/Beulah won 1st and 2nd girls’ doubles and Steven Cappleman/Daniel won 1st boys’ doubles giving us 5-4 advantage. John/Andrew lost in 3 making the score 5-5. When the scores were totalled we won on games 13-11 and points 299 to 280. 

We had a break before having to face Leinster and we entertained ourselves with some games in the car park. We had a good start again by winning both the mixed and 3 of the 4 singles giving us a 5-1 lead. We lost both boys’ doubles but won the girls, giving us a 7-3 victory which was a very good result. 

Our next match was against Ulster who had some very strong players, many of whom were in their National team. Again starting with the mixed we lost the first but won the second. The singles was also split with a great match between Steven Cappleman and Rory Sim, which ended in a 2-1 win for Steven.  Daniel and Josie just lost their singles in 3, but Anna won in 2 to give us a score line of 3-3, we then won the 1st boys’ doubles and both the girls’ doubles to come out 6-4 winners. 

We returned for dinner before coming out to face Cheshire who were considered under- seeded. This proved to be a difficult match with us getting a draw at 5-5 but losing out on games 11-12. We halved the mixed and boys’ and girls’ singles, won the girls’ doubles but lost the boys. This was a bitter pill to swallow as we were no longer able to compete for the 1-4 places and instead had to play for 5th to 8th positions.     

We retired to recover and returned to play the next day against Warwickshire. We started well by winning both mixed but halved the singles with wins for the girls but losing the boys giving us 4-2 lead. This we retained after losing the boys’ doubles but winning the girls’ doubles giving us 6-4 win.

We had to turn straight round and play Nottinghamshire who had a score to settle with us as we had beaten them into 3rd place last year. We halved the mixed with Josie/Steven Cappleman winning a hard fought 3 ender with Daniel/Hayley just losing 13-15 in the 3rd end. Steven Cappleman, Josie and Viki all won their singles. This gave us a lead of 4-1. We started the boys’ doubles with John/Daniel just losing a good game in 3 ends, and lost the 2nd boys doubles. Our hopes were high with the Hayley/Viki winning 1st girls’ doubles, but we lost the 2nd girls’ doubles and ended with another draw at 5-5. This was counted back to 12 games all but we lost the match by 293 points to 304. Again we went back disappointed. The team then began to prepare for the disco which proved to be a success this year as all the team stayed and danced for quite some time, and enjoyed the evening.

All spruced up - ready for the disco

We came out fighting for our last game the next morning. This was against Lancashire and we put in a very good performance to win 6-4. As the other 3 teams in our group had all lost a match we were told at one stage we were to have been awarded 5th place but this did not turn out to be the case, which summed up the tournament for Hampshire, with the team not quite getting the rub of the green and finishing in 6th place. This is still a very good result with 39 counties taking part and some very strong players in the competition. It had been a tough but very enjoyable 4 days.  Well played everyone.

THE JOHN PARKER CUP

It was with deep sadness that Hampshire County Juniors lost their Treasurer John Parker due to his sudden unexpected death in February this year.

As a consequence it was decided that the Junior Section would like to remember the work John had put in, firstly as Chairman and then as Treasurer for many year with the County Juniors. He was a strong defender of Junior Badminton both for the County and his well respected Junior club Fleet Falcons. 

In memory of John’s name, it was agreed to commemorate a cup, which would be presented to the most improved player in the Junior County Squad each year. The criteria was for the player, who was not necessarily the best player in the Squad, but one who had shown strong commitment and determination in pursuing his/her goals as a player and had consequently improved within the squad and on the Tournament circuit. A player who was a good example of what can be achieved by hard work and concentrating consistently on the basics of the sport, being content with small short term gains to achieve a bigger goal in the future by trying to be proficient in all departments of the game. This was felt be a fitting tribute to an unselfish servant of our sport.

In its inaugural year the cup was presented by John’s widow Babs to a worthy winner, Daniel Stride.

Hampshire Schools U14 Open 2010

The Hampshire U14 open tournament was held on the 24th & 25th April 2010 at the Westgate Badminton Centre.  The tournament was supported well with 30 boys and 15 girls, however, this was lower than previous years and compounded by 6 late withdrawals.

There were some great performances in the singles from our home players, in particular Melissa Stride losing n the girls’ singles final against Tsui Lee Lau, (Bu) 20.22, 21.16, 20.22, after two unlucky net tumbles in Tsui’s favour.  Sean Flower made it to the quarter-finals but lost to Ben Isaacs  (Ox) but Kelvin Latimer beat Ben in the semi’s and went on to win the final against John Spawton (Do) 21.18, 21.13.  Kelvin continued his winning streak in the boys’ doubles with his partner Sikun Chen (Ha) and beat Ditlev Jaeger Holm (Sy)/David King (Sx) 21.13, 21.19.  Melissa had better luck in the girls’ doubles, having Tsui Lee Lau now on her side, and beat Paige Butler/Stephanie Tillman from Kent in a three setter (23.21, 15.21, 21.14).  Hampshire did not have any players in the mixed final as Melissa and Kelvin lost to Ditlev Jaeger Holm and Nicola Gresty in their box.  Ditlev & Nicola went on to win the final convincingly 21.11,21.10, against Paige Butler and Kristian Plender.

Thanks to all the tournament committee for the smooth running of this event. 


*******************
Hampshire Schools U16 Open 2010
The Hampshire U16 open tournament was held on the 8th & 9th May 2010 at the Westgate Badminton Centre. The entry was very good indeed, with 41 boys and 27 girls contesting the singles events and 16 pairs of boys, 14 pairs of girls and 20 pairs of mixed competing in the doubles.

The ten Hampshire boys in the singles all failed to get into the knockout stage of the event, but three of the Hampshire girls did progress, with Sarah Stannett going out in the quarter-finals, Viki Williams putting in a good performance before going out in the semi-finals to Isabella Nielson (Denmark) and Hayley Duckett losing in the final to Isabella. The Hampshire boys did not escape the boxes in the doubles either, but the girls did rather better. Melissa Stride and partner Lynnlette (Do) lost to Carla Staden (Ke) and Lucy Mason (Bu) in the semi-finals and Hayley Duckett and Viki Williams lost in straight sets to Carla and Lucy in the final. In the mixed doubles Nick Downard and Viki Williams lost in the semi-finals to Jack Smith (Ox) and Alice Feesey (Dv), who in turn lost in the final to Hampshire’s, playing with Darren Adamson (Be). A case of third time lucky for Hayley! 

**********************

WINCHESTER & DISTRICT BANERJEE CUP


BDBL OPEN TOURNAMENT 2010

Played at COSTELLO TECHNOLOGY COLLEGE  21.03.10

The Basingstoke and District Badminton League Open Tournament took place at Costello Technology College on Sunday 21st March 2010.  Four pairs contested the Ladies’ section, there were 17 pairs in the Men’s section and 15 pairs in the Mixed section.  All games were to 21 points with no setting, the Ladies playing two ends.

The two top seeded Ladies’ pairs, Sophia Rapacioli/Sitara Bali (Viking/Topflight), and  Anu Davies/Alison Hodgetts (BH Pegasus) played a close game, with Rapacioli/Bali finally winning 42-33. They went on to win all their games. Sue Haines/Lyz Drysdale (Kennet) dropped 8 points to finish second  (117 points), with Davies/Hodgetts third (114 points) and Isobel Jenkin/Sharon Wheeler  (3 of Clubs), fourth with 95 points.  The final was very closely fought with each end being won by Rapacioli/Bali 21-19, to take the trophy. 

Section A (5 pairs) of the Men’s  competition was headed by John Hepworth/James Knight, (Laverstoke) on -3.  Second seeds Kirk Lim/ Nils Pagotto, from British Rail/Reading and Country, on scratch, won all their games to finish with 84 points.  Runners-up Carlo Rapacioli/Vince Yong (Viking +2) dropped just 6 points, with Mark Eley/Aravindhan Donohoe (3 of Clubs +4) a close third on 74 points.  Hepworth /Knight were 4th with Michael Nash/Hanif Rahman, two promising Juniors from Loddon Sherpas (+7), close behind.

There were many close games in Men’s Section B.  Mike Pembroke/Andy Norman from Shaw (-1) gained the maximum 105 points with Simon Williamson/Ben Ansell (Viking, scratch) close behind on 101 points. Isis pair Richard Wheeler/Ben Cornish (+2), were 3rd (92 points), James and Adam Leach (+8), and Naeem Shaukat/Lee Gordon-Walker (+5) both from 3 of Clubs, were equal 4th  (87 points), with Jason King/Kevin Harris BH Pegasus, (+4) in 6th place with 82 points.

In Section C it was the young Wildern pair Harry Wilkinson/Yuhao Wu (+5) who dominated, winning all their games to gain 105 points.  Dan Sheppard/Mark Prictoe (Hawley, scratch) lost just 6 points to Wilkinson/Wu, to finish on 99 points. Very few points separated the remaining positions- third were Augustine Lam/Joel Phang (Chiltern/Carlile +2) on 95 points, 4th were David Greatorex/Craig Taylor (Clandon -1), with 93 points, 5th Stuart Marlow/Simon Wickson (3 of Clubs +6) with 91 points and 6th came Saurabh Bhandari/Anantha Narayanan (Aloes +9) with 90 points.  

The first semi-final was between winners of Section A, Lim/Pagotto and Best Runners-up Williamson/Ansell, and the second between Winners of Section B, Pembroke/Norman and Winners of Section C, Wilkinson/Wu.  Lim/Pagotto won 21-11, and Pembroke/Norman won 21-16 to set up a final that was sure to be closely contested.  The spectators were not disappointed: Lim/Pagotto finally triumphed 21-18.
The Mixed competition was divided into 3 groups of 5 pairs. 

 Group A was won by Jackie Barron/John Hepworth  (Matchpoint/Topflight -3), with the maximum 84 points. Losing just 5 points each, Imogen Walker/Aravindhan Donohoe (3 of Clubs +4) and Amanda Marsden/Ben Ansell (BH Pegasus/Viking, scratch) came joint second.  Gemma Meades/Dan Sheppard (Hawley +3) gained 72 points to finish 4th and Gina Rapacioli/Michael Nash (Loddon Sherpas +9), came 5th with 70 points. 

Group B provided the Best Runners up in Rajani Ouseph/Nils Pagotto (Reading and Country -1), on 81 points (62 against) just 3 points behind the group winners Emma Newman/Craig Taylor (Clandon +3) on 84 points. Third were Sitara Bali/Harry Wilkinson (Wildern +4) with 68 points. Sue Everall/ James Leach (3 of Clubs +9) were 4th with 65 points and Anu Davies/Alex Wigmore (BH Pegasus, scratch) were 5th with 58 points. 

A very close finish in Group C resulted in Sophia/Carlo Rapacioli (Viking +2) winning with 83 points, and Katie English/Stuart Marlow (3 of Clubs +6) coming second with 81 points (76 against). Just three points behind, on 78, were Karen Manners/Adam Sturt (Parkside -1). BH Pegasus pair Alison Hodgetts/Jason King (+4) were 4th with 68 points while Emma Buck/Hanif Rahman (Loddon Sherpas +8) were 5th with 59 points.  

The first semi-final between Group A and Group B winners was won by Barron/Hepworth 21-17.  In the second semi-final, best Runners-up Ouseph/Pagotto beat winners of Group C, Sophia and Carlo Rapacioli 21-16.  Barron/Hepworth played a very good final to take the Mixed Trophy 21-14.  

All Winners and Runners-up were presented with trophies by BDBL Chairman, Ruth Cairns and Committee Member, Cathryn Perkins.  Both congratulated all the players on a most enjoyable and sporting tournament.  

Another good Basingstoke tournament run by Ruth and her committee. Well done to all.

Thanks Ruth for sending in the reports. Unfortunately they were too late for the March edition. 
EDITOR

BASINGSTOKE & DISTRICT LEAGUE A.G.M.

At the Annual General Meeting on 28th July the committee headed by Ruth Cairns (Chairman) was re-elected en bloc. The remaining officials were:  (Secretary), Mark Bails (Treasurer) and Jenny Skilton, Cathryn Perkins, Phil Cooper, Geoff Lewis and Trevor Shanks completing the lineup. 

After the reports from Ruth and Amanda, Ruth presented the league trophies to the successful teams as follows:

Ladies’ Division of 4
BH Pegasus

Mixed Division 1         BH Pegasus A

Ladies’ Division of 6
BH Pegasus

Mixed Division 2         Beechdown A

Men’s Division 1
Viking A

Mixed Division 3         Viking C

Men’s Division 2
Beechdown A

Mixed Division 4         Phoenix A

Men’s Division 3
Phoenix A

Knock-Out Cup            Phoenix

The Treasurer’s report showed that there had been a small surplus on the year’s working with the tournaments being successful financially and on court.  

The Committee presented their proposed League Composition for the incoming season which was accepted by the meeting.  A further proposal regarding the way in which clubs affiliate to the league was discussed at some length. It was finally decided to leave this to the committee.  It was then to inform the clubs of its decision before the new year so that each would have plenty of time to come to decision regarding their own finances to meet a new affiliation system.

Ruth said that the dates for the new season’s tournaments were:
Junior

October 17th  2010

Restricted
     February 20th 2011

Open

March 20th 2011 

KO Cup Final
     March 27th 2011

The Hampshire Inter-District KO will be held at Westgate on April 10th 2011

********************

Précis of AGM Reports - 23rd June 2010

COUNTY SECRETARY’S REPORT – Hazel Marks                                                                                                                                 
2010 has proved to be a year of farewells.                                                                                                                                                                              In February we were deeply saddened by the sudden death of our President John Parker. He had contributed massively to Hampshire Badminton for nearly 40 years as a Coach, with his wife Babs, Treasurer of the Junior Sub-Committee, Chairman, Vice-President and finally President/ Director of the Association. He is sorely missed by many.  Last year we welcomed Mike Sertin, the Chairman of Badminton England, to our AGM. He was accompanied by wife Catherine (née Troke) and other members of the Troke family. Tragically, Mike also died suddenly of a heart attack, at the 100th anniversary of the All England Tournament in March. He too had done much for badminton and will be sorely missed by all who knew him.                                                                              
Two of our Directors have decided to stand down at this AGM. Janet Palmer has been our Treasurer since 2003 and had edited our County Newsletter since 1998. She has also served on the Tournament Sub-Committee for many years. She now wants to spend more time with her family and have a less stressful life. We owe her a great debt of gratitude for all she has done for Hampshire Badminton and we are going to miss her at meetings and tournaments.  However, she has been persuaded not to lose touch with us by continuing to edit our Newsletter – so please keep in touch with her and send her as many bits of news as you can.                                                                                                                                                          Caz Lee (née Taylor) has been quietly and efficiently carrying out the duties of Match Secretary since 2001. With the arrival nearly three years ago of Abigail, she has found it increasingly difficult to fit everything into her busy life, so she has decided to stand down. We thank her for all that she has done for us over the years.                                                                                                                                                                                               
Vice-President Jill Robertson, who came out of retirement for one season to give our Chairman of Selectors, Mark Peckham, a break, now has a chance to put her feet up again! Many thanks, Jill, for all you did during what proved to be a difficult season for both selectors and teams.                                                                                                                                                                       During the 2009-10 season we also lost five clubs: Ashes, Basing Cavaliers, Causeway, Hill and Bishops Waltham Juniors, most because falling numbers made them no longer viable. Portsmouth Community, West Totton and Yateley Family do not appear to have rejoined this year – or has Badminton England not yet passed on fees? But we did welcome five new clubs: Henry Cort Monday, Seacourt, St Georges, Falcons Juniors and Shot Choice Juniors. Membership numbers have dropped again by about 90 Senior Club Members, to fewer than 1500 members.                                                                                                                              Our senior badminton teams, despite the best efforts of the Selectors and of the regular, supportive players, could have done better and would have if they had had the support of some of the nominated players, who did not always give the teams their first priority. The 1st team had high hopes of a return to the top flight, but managed to finish 3rd of 10 teams, having gone into the final weekend with a very good chance of promotion. Our 2nd team won 4 matches and lost 4 matches, one of which featured none of the eight nominated players, and scraped survival in 1C, coming 4th of five teams. The 3rd team won 2 matches, lost 6 matches and was relegated to Division 4 of the Regional League. . . . . .  
And finally, my thanks as ever go to:

· Nigel Tier and Bernard Lynch as the Westgate Badminton Centre continue to provide an admirable venue for many of our events and be the envy of visiting teams and players.

· Janet Palmer as our County Newsletter has continued to keep you informed three times during the season. Reports and photos of events you know about are still most welcome – but still too few. 

· My fellow Directors, Officers and Members for all their support and hard work during another busy year.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Janet Palmer

Overall the Association made a loss this year of £2086 from a profit of £2477 last year. This was mainly as a result of a reduction in affiliation fees, an increased loss from the Junior Section, increased ICC costs, management expenses and the cost of the coaching conference. 
Affiliation fees have reduced by approximately 6 ½% over the previous year because of the reduction in affiliation numbers as mentioned by the County Secretary. The increased loss by the Junior Section was partly explained by the re-structuring of the Squad sessions. With Badminton England expecting more players to enter the various grades of tournaments available, less of the top players were available for regular weekly squad play and were asked to attend on a pay and play basis instead of a full subscription for the season. Also, the BE concept of reducing squad numbers where possible to increase the coach to player ratio was considered, which also had the inevitable consequence of loss of revenue.                                                     
On the plus side, the tournaments made a substantial profit, mainly from the Open tournaments with the Restricted tournaments breaking even or making a small loss. Entry fees had been held at the same level as the previous season in an attempt to encourage players to enter in a time of recession despite rising costs. As usual The Westgate Centre continues to be a draw for our Open tournaments.                                                Overall, the County is in a healthy state with reserves at just over £40,617.                                                                                                                      
Should any Club wish to have a copy of the full accounts, please contact the County Secretary
MATCH SECRETARY’S REPORT – Caz Lee:

The Match Secretary, Caz Lee, had tabled a Report detailing how the County 1st Team had finished in 3rd place out of 10 in National Premier B. The 2nd Team had just avoided being relegated from Division 1C, finishing 4th out of 5 teams. The 3rd Team finished bottom of Division 3D and so will play in Division 4D next season. The U21 ICC event was held as a single national event again this year. Our team finished in 5th place. 

Next season’s fixtures were almost complete, but were still subject to confirmation and may be changed. The Chairman thanked Caz for all her work over the nine years she had been our Match Secretary.
TOURNAMENT ORGANISER’S REPORT – Jan Harvey                                                                                                                                             
As always this brief report refers only to tournaments which are run by the Hampshire tournament committee. During the season many tournaments are run by Westgate, Topflight, individual districts and clubs, all of which keep badminton strong in the county.                                                         Entries for our junior restricted tournaments remain constant. The format of running all age groups on one weekend is working well. This season we have tried a new timing system which has cut down on the waiting time for the younger players. Reports of all tournaments can be found in the Hampshire magazine throughout the season.                                                                                                                                                                      
We try to accept all entries for these tournaments and hope that players (and parents) realise this can at times mean waiting a little longer for games to be played.                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
The Open tournaments, both junior and senior, have once again been oversubscribed – as I have said before everyone seems to like coming to Westgate!! Entries for these tournaments are controlled by Badminton England’s seeding list. The new singles tournament in August is proving successful and has taken place for the third time on 14th August to start the season rolling.  (Report on Page 26).                                                    
The Radio Solent Tournament did not take place this season due to cuts in local radio budgets.                                                                                     As always my thanks go to the tournament committee of Claire and Colin Byford, Diana & Graham Troke, Jill Robertson, Hazel Marks, Julie Newbold, Brian Woodall, Max Taylor and Steve Harvey.                                                                                                                                                                           
At this point I would like to say a special thank you to Janet Palmer who, after many years on the tournament committee, has decided to call it a day. Janet’s experience, expertise and company will be sadly missed and I am sure we shall be calling on her at sometime in the future.                            If you feel you would like to help on the tournament committee please contact me for more details.     

 COACHING SECRETARY’S REPORT – Dennis Blayze                                                                                                                                                      
As you already know, I am no longer responsible for coach education in the County; this function was reallocated by Badminton England to the Regional Officer Sophie Jackson. However she and I still work closely together to organise coaching within the County but she is entirely responsible for arranging Badminton England coach award courses. In this regard I am responsible for encouraging some of our better young players to take the Level 1 course and for advising them on the content of the course and how they should best prepare themselves for the Assessment. Also, I try to get these potential coaches to come along to one or more of our training sessions where they could be helped by our squad coaches to get some experience of the finer points of coaching.                                                                           
 In addition, I have been mindful that the cost of taking the Level 1 award is £195 and some of the parents of these youngsters would find it difficult to finance their child to take the award. So, at one of the County’s Management Meetings I sought approval for the County to pay something towards Hampshire people to take the Level 1 course. This was treated sympathetically and the County agreed to pay £100 for each Hampshire person, who applied, to take the award.  This started from the 1st January this year and will run until the end of the year. Of course there have to be conditions one of which is that each recipient of the grant should pay back to the County 8 hours of coaching assistant work in the Centre or Club that supported the application. I think this is a valuable contribution by the County and we hope will result in more coaches passing the award and helping to improve the coaching set up in the County.        
Coaching in our two Performance Centres is making a considerable contribution to our players’ performance in tournaments and matches. I still get the odd complaint that players are being poached from one Centre to the other. I suppose this is inevitable but the organisers of the two Centres have to watch that this doesn’t get out of hand.
I am not sure what to do about a Coaches’ Conference this year. It is my view that this is the only way that our 95 coaches can keep up to date with what is going on in the coaching world. Unfortunately, we really do not attract all the coaches who need to be updated since we struggle to get 30 coaches to come along to the day.  The County paid a considerable sum towards the day last year because I tried to keep the payment for the day to £10 per head. If I can get a contribution towards the day I will run it but times are hard and contributions are hard to come by.  However I will think about what to do and if any of you have any ideas about it you might let me know. I have been worrying about the falling numbers of badminton players country wide.  I think this is due to the demise of Badminton Clubs. I will be taking this up with Badminton England management when I attend the next Council Meeting on the 27th June.
JUNIOR SECTION REPORT - Shirley Baker                                                                                                                                          
With the Badminton England edict of encouraging children to enter a large number of tournaments during the season, attendance at Squad has been lower than in previous seasons. This however has meant more coaching for the next level of junior players.                                                     
This has been a very successful season for the team Groups with the following results:                                                                                                  The U.15 won the regional Shires League and then went on to win the Finals in May. This was a great achievement, winning the final match against Yorkshire.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               The U.15’s also won the Team Challenge Finals, a unique double for this team.                                                                                                             The U.17 Shires’ team finished in 5th place, the highest position they could after their first match defeat by Yorkshire.                                                The U.17 ICT team finished 6th in a very tight fight for the final placings.   
An excellent season for these teams. Full reports can be found on Pages 12 - 16.                                                                                                                      
Thanks go to all the dedicated Coaches and Officials that have worked very hard this season and done an excellent job. Thanks also go to all the parents who have supported the players and coaches throughout the season.                                                                                                                 
The County sadly lost John Parker, the Junior Treasure, in February and his expertise, experience and hard work will be greatly missed within the Junior set up in particular and Hampshire in general. We are fortunate that Margaret Houlton has agreed to take on this role for the coming season. 
VETERANS’ REPORT – Margaret Houlton
1. COUNTY RESTRICTED  There were 8 pairs in the Ladies doubles, 9 pairs in the Men’s doubles (a decrease of 2 and 4 pairs respectively on last year), and 18 pairs in the mixed doubles, down 5 pairs on last year.  All the events were held on Sept 20 at The Westgate centre.

2. INTER-COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP This was due to be played in divisions around the country on Jan 9/10 with each team’s position being dependent on their performance the previous year but the snow intervened. 
       As a result the 40’s, 55’s, 60’s and 65’s who were due to play in premier divisions at Hatfield will be playing theirs on the weekend of 29/30 
       May.

       The 50’s in premier played on March 20/21 at Milton Keynes and finished 7th out of 7.

       The 45’s in Division 1B played the same weekend at Bournemouth and finished 2nd out of 5 after playing each county twice.

3. INTER-COUNTY LEAGUE We had teams in all of the age groups with the following results:  40’s won 4, had a winning draw and 1 loss, conceded 1 and had 1 conceded to them; 45’s won 4 lost 1 and conceded 1: 50’s won 2, had a losing draw and lost 5; 55’s won 3 and lost 5; 60’s won 3 had a losing draw and lost 4; 65’s won 3 and lost 5.                                                                                                           
4. HAMPSHIRE VETERAN’S OPEN This was our 19th Open, attracting an entry of 113 players in 71 pairs from 17 counties. There were 19 pairs of ladies in 3 age groups, 24 pairs of men in 4 age groups with the oldest in both in 2 sections and 28 mixed pairs in 4 age groups with the oldest and youngest being played in 2 sections. Hampshire players with their partners from other counties were successful in ladies' 40’s, men’s 45’s and mixed 55’s. Although only 1 Hampshire winner, in the 55’s men’s, there were pairs in mixed 40 and 55, ladies 55 and individuals in men’s 45 and mixed 55 who were runners up in their section. 

5. HAMPSHIRE VETERAN’S CLUB The Veterans club, now in its 12th year continues to flourish, meeting on the 1st Sunday of every month at The Westgate Centre in the evening.  

WESTGATE BADMINTON CENTRE – Diana Troke                                                                                                                                
The Westgate Badminton Centre is Hampshire Badminton’s pride and joy. I am not sure that the players appreciate how lucky they are to be able to train and play in such a wonderful Centre. Like most things that are good, we all tend to take them for granted. We as a County Badminton Association are extremely lucky to have the continued support of Hampshire County Council who understands what the Centre is trying to achieve. Westgate is a Performance and Development Centre, not a Sports Centre. So we are very lucky to be able concentrate just on our sport of badminton.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
The most difficult part for the Manager is to make the premises sustainable – not an easy job in the present economic climate. This becomes a “catch 22” situation. The more players we have on court, the more revenue in the coffers. But it does not work like that in a Performance and Development Centre. It would be simple to put 20 players on a court, that way the revenue would be good, but the development would not happen and the performance would be dire. The only way to achieve performance is coaching in small numbers and a “one to one” basis when necessary. This system costs money, so please be aware of this. The costs are only increased when it is necessary to meet the overheads such as the cost of sanding the floor every 18 months, all the utilities, the Club Room, the cleaning, the wages, the refurbishments, etc., etc. So please bear with us, we do try to keep it to a minimum. The end of year Accounts for 2009-10 showed close to a break even situation, but only because we are still in receipt of a grant from HCC.                                                                                                                                                                                                              
The Westgate Club has now become a Performance Centre, which is in keeping with what we are trying to achieve. This commenced last September, so in three months’ time the Performance Centre will have been operating for one year. The quarterly review has just been completed and the Badminton England Regional Manager has given the Performance Centre a good report, stating that it is being very well run. There is a need to expand the management capacity to relieve those currently involved. The programmes are running well and the signs are that the players are improving. There will be a need for hard work to increase the capacity of both players and satellite venues in order to make the Centre sustainable at the end of three years.                                                                                                                                                                                   The Westgate PC has entered a team in the Top Flight PC league, which is a step in the right direction. In an ideal world the two PCs would work together with the County Association some of the time and provide a good structure which could make considerable progress.                                 Ongoing discussions are being held with the Head teacher & Governors of Westgate School re our contribution towards the cost of cleaning the Centre and thanks must go to Dennis Blazye who has spent many hours documenting figures, accounts, re-reading the Company articles and attending countless meetings. It has been a worrying and unpleasant 6 months.                                                                                                                  
But it is not all doom and gloom as you can see from the following report from Centre Manager Nigel Tier. Well done, everyone!

WESTGATE CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT – Nigel Tier                                                                                                                     
We try to keep all our results as they happen on our website and have recently taken on a Publicity Officer, Stuart Brighton, who works closely with Bernard doing a great job reporting results and achievements which are now starting to appear in the local press.                                                     Our success starts with Raw and Developing groups which have seen many, for the first time, start to play on the tournament circuit, some doing very well on the Bronze Circuit and, as you know, we will be staging our own Bronze tournaments for the first time next year.                                   Our Emerging group has had some unprecedented success this year with most of the players achieving personal bests.                                          The highlights are that we have had 3 National Singles Runners-up in Ben Tier, Panuga Riou and Viki Williams. We have had one National Doubles semi-finalist at U17 with her first England Under 14 cap and Orbital winner in Lynlette Aung. Hayley Duckett and Viki Williams won 3 U17 Gold tournaments along with the recent Kent Open U16 doubles and Singles title to Viki. Since December Melissa Stride has won 2 singles titles and been Runner-up in 5 at various age groups from U14 to U17. Sikun Chen and Jason Wong have been U16 Rising Stars doubles finalists and Jason reached the semi-final of the U14 singles. There have also been personal bests from Nick Downard, Andrew and Dan Stride. 
DEVELOPMENT REPORT – Sophie Jackson
Due to the significant changes in the way things are run at Badminton England and the change of role from Badminton Development Officer to Regional Officer there was a slow start to the year. However, now with a clear focus on Community Badminton Networks (CBN’s) the development of Badminton within the Hampshire (& IOW) is progressing well.                                                                                                                                        
Southampton CBN      The Southampton CBN has been used as a National Case Study for BE and has seen a significant increase in Adult Participation in Southampton. Over 200 people have completed in Yehlex Badminton Bonanzas. Over 50 adults are enjoying badminton weekly as part of the Return to Sport and No Strings Badminton Programmes. It has even been featured as part of a free local magazine City View that Southampton has gone Badminton Crazy! With regard to Junior participation, we had 11 out of 12 senior schools participating in the Southampton Schools League and every school in Southampton featured in the Centre Parcs National Schools Championships. 3 schools are now accredited Foundation Schools and 7 have After School Badminton Clubs with 3 more starting up in September as part of the Changed4Life Programme. Racket Skills Festivals have been launched for Disabled badminton players as well as the Access Badminton Sessions running well with Ambassador Geoff Holt supporting.                                                                                                                                                                                 
Portsmouth CBN      The Portsmouth CBN has been supported with the Premier League for Sport Programme. 2 Badminton Clubs have been highlighted as Hub Clubs to support the delivery of Badminton in the City. The clubs themselves are both working towards Clubmark and are successfully working with many schools launching after schools clubs. Portsmouth College has become an Accredited Badminton College, committing themselves to quality Badminton Provision launching an 16-19 Badminton Club, as well as Junior Sessions and a Sport Unlimited Programme to work with the Community at St. Luke’s School. We have set up a pro-active Steering Group in Portsmouth with representatives from the City Council, Schools, Clubs and PL4S programme and are looking to engage further with the University.                              

             
East Hampshire CBN      I would like to work more closely with Clubs in East Hampshire to establish exit routes for the juniors now that the Schools are heavily invested in Badminton in Schools (BISI). We have been working with Alton College and East Hampshire County Council to develop Badminton and create strong foundations.                                                                                                                                                         
  
HAMPSHIRE YOUTH BADMINTON TRUST – Steve Harvey







       
Steve reported that he had only been in this role for a short time but hoped to convey to Coaches in particular that players could apply to the Trust for help with coaching/tournament costs if personal circumstances warranted it and all applications were treated in strict confidence. Details could be obtained from the Hampshire website. 


******************************
Westgate Badminton Centre Report

Westgate Badminton Centre and Westgate Performance Centre – which is what?

I thought I would write a quick note to clarify an area which is causing lots of confusion amongst some of those who play badminton in Hampshire. Hopefully the colour-coding will help you understand it all.
Westgate Badminton Centre (the venue) was set up in 2002 as a joint project between the Westgate School, Hampshire County Council and the Hampshire Badminton Association and was primarily funded by Sport England with contributions from the other partners. The Centre is run by Managers who in turn report to the Directors of Hampshire Badminton Association Ltd, and also receive input from our partners the Westgate School and Hampshire County Council.

Westgate Badminton Centre (WBC) has been run for three main purposes: 

1. As a court provider to the general public (clubs and individuals) 

2. As a home for County Badminton activities (tournaments and county clubs) 

3. To develop, through our coaching programmes, a junior and senior club. The Centre is open during the evenings (6-10pm) and weekends (9am-10pm) and during the day in the school holidays.

Last year the Westgate Club and Performance part of the Centre’s activities were developed to a point when it achieved Performance Centre status which is a Club Mark set up by Badminton England (BE).To help set up this newly thought out BE club system the Performance Centre was given a grant for three years to help develop our club and performance side. This part of the Centre’s activities is now monitored by Badminton England and not HBA Ltd until our funding runs out in 2012, at which point the situation will be reviewed in order to continue as a self-funding club hiring courts from Westgate Badminton Centre. 

Court Hire at Westgate Badminton Centre

As we only have a limited court usage we do get very booked up from the above activities between September and May and we are also beginning to fill up more of our ‘dead time’ which is during some of the school holidays. We would welcome any new bookings and have some space at various times on Sundays, Saturday evenings from 6pm and sometime during the school holidays especially the summer. Please phone us for further information and rates and ask for our Bookings Manager Bernard Lynch on 01962 877626.

News from Team Westgate Performance Centre
We have been busy over the summer with lots of training in August getting ready for the new season. Our summer camps have been full and we were delighted to see many children from abroad and other Counties coming to Westgate most for the first time to attend these camps.
Lynnlette Aung first England Cap
Team Westgate's Lynnlette Aung did very well as she won all her games in the Under 15 Home Countries Quadrangular team matches in her first cap for England. She beat number 2 singles players from Scotland and Wales and the number one player from Ireland. She also got to the semi final of the Home Countries U15 individual losing to number 1 seed from Wales.
National Schools Championship
Team Westgate’s Viki Williams (who has also been selected for England in the English Schools Competition) and Hayley Duckett, helped Robert Mays School win the National Schools Championship at Centre Parcs. They all overcame strong competition from Talbot Heath School from Bournemouth in the final round to win their championship title.
Katie and Tom Frisby (pictured in action right) played 

in the Bonanza at the Birmingham NIA in August. Katie,

who is U17, missed getting to the singles final by just 5 

points and lost in the final of the girls’ doubles 19-21.
Tom, at U13, entered only the singles, had some tough
Games in the knockout stage, recovering from 14-19 to

Win 21-19 in one match, but eventually winning the

Final 21-16 21-19. Well done to both of them!

And so ended the 2009-2010 season. Scarcely had we written up the Minutes of the AGM and started planning for the next season than the first event of the new season was upon us…

News from Westgate Badminton Centre for the new season
Competitions have been quiet over the summer except for the Hampshire Open Singles which was a big success. This was run by HBA Ltd. (full report on page 26)
Westgate Badminton Centre has been busy over the last couple of months looking how we can help develop Badminton within Hampshire. We are entering a joint venture with Team Westgate Performance Centre and running some Silver and Bronze Badminton England Tournaments this year......Six of them! As a stand-alone we will be having an Orbital in April of next year. We are also holding one level two coaching course in April and each subsequent year and one level one course every August. All our courses are on our website. Don't forget if you want the latest information you can catch up on www.westgatebadmintoncentre.co.uk  and to follow any gossip follow us on Twitter. 
HAMPSHIRE OPEN BADMINTON SINGLES TOURNAMENT

Supported by HEAD
held at The Westgate Centre, Saturday 14th August 2010

This is the 3rd year that this tournament has taken place and it is becoming more popular each year. Some 25 Ladies and 36 Men made up the entry including a total of 25 Hampshire players and representatives from a further 15 different Counties. This is a tournament generously supported by HEAD who donated the shuttles together with a selection of prizes for the winners. Bill Andrews, formerly President of Badminton England and currently Vice-President of Badminton England Council, together with his wife Brenda, graced us with their presence with Bill together with Trevor Shanks, our new Hampshire President, giving out the prizes to the worthy winners. 

The Ladies’ Singles saw Hampshire player Jo Dix seeded at No. 1 with Georgina Bland (Sy) taking the 2nd seeding spot with Hayley Rogers (Ch) and Hana Littlecott (Ha) in the 3/4 places. In the top half of the draw Jo, apart from her very first set which went to 21/20, had very little difficulty reaching the final, beating Becci Crawshaw 21/20 21/11, Anna Showan (Ha) 21/10 21/9 and Gemma Whiting (Ke) 21/13 21/11 on the way. The bottom half proved to be more of an upset as Hana went out at the quarter-final stage to unseeded Emily Westwood (Ht) 21/10 16/21 21/18 who then went on to beat the 2nd seed Georgina Bland (Sy) 21/12 21/15 at the semi final stage. It proved to be a good day for Emily as she then took the title beating Jo in the final by a scoreline of 21/14 21/16.

Hampshire players, Christine Potter, Beulah Moody, Helena Cable, Sitara Bali & Sarah Stannett all went out in the first round despite some very good games with Helena taking the eventual winner to 21/19 21/16. First round successes came to Melissa Stride beating Sarah Gray (Sx) 21/11 21/17, Sarah Burgess having an easy victory over Roma Cummings (Mx) 21/4 21/3, Josie Latimer having an equally convincing victory over Eleanor Spawton (Do) 21/7 21/8 and both Anna Showan & Hana Littlecott having a bye into the 2nd round. The next round saw Anna, Hana and Sarah victorious with Melissa going down to Hayley Rogers (Ch) the 3/4 seed 21/12 21/10 and Josie Latimer going down to the No. 2 seed Georgina Bland 21/17 21/12. The quarter finals saw the demise of Anna going down to Jo Dix, Hana losing out to an in form Emily Westwood and Sarah going out to the 2nd seed 21/12 21/15. Of the twenty four matches played in this discipline only four went the full distance of three sets.


The Men’s Singles saw Jack Molyneux (Sy) seeded at No. 1 with Toby Penty (Sy) at No. 2. William Hilton-Jackson (Sx) and Ben Muir (Ha) took the 3/4 spots whilst Christopher Gilbert (Mx), Adam Rickenbach (Ha), Chris Shepperd (Ha) and Martin Ventham (Ha) took the remaining 5/8 placings. 9 Hampshire players exited at their 1st match stage leaving the 4 Hampshire seeds plus David Chartres still in the draw. David had had an epic battle against another Hampshire player Christopher Smith before winning 25/23 21/15 whilst Adam had been given a walk over. David then came up against Ben Muir (3/4 seed) and went down 21/6 21/10. Adam Rickenbach beat Andrze (Sx) 21/16 22/20, Chris Shepperd beat Ryan Acquah (Sy) 21/9 21/12 and Martin Ventham beat Rory Lindsay (Do) convincingly 21/4 21/10. Meanwhile the 5/8 seed Christopher Gilbert (Mx) lost to Daniel Brown 
(Nm) 21/17 21/15 in his first match whilst a second 5/8 seed William Hilton-Jackson (Sx) lost to Aaron Cheng (Sy) 21/12 21/19 in a quarter-final match. Progressing through the draw with quiet conviction were the top two seeds Molyneux & Penty, reaching the quarter final stage without any trouble. In the quarters, Molyneux beat Daniel Brown 21/8 21/10, Cheng beat Adam Rickenbach after two close sets 22/20 21/19, Ben Muir beat Chris Shepperd 21/18 15/21 4/2 retired and Penty beat Martin Ventham 21/8 21/12 leaving Ben the only home player still standing. Molyneux then went on to beat Cheng 21/11 24/22 after a determined Cheng decided to hang in tight in the 2nd set. Ben Muir then narrowly lost out to Penty, after a strong challenge to the 2nd seed, by 18/21 21/10 21/17. Toby Penty then went on to take the title beating the No. 1 seed Jack Molyneux 21/19 21/17 in an entertaining final. Although there were some very closely contended matches only three when to three sets. 

Meanwhile first match losers in both events were given 
the option of playing in a Plate event with 9 Ladies and 
16 Men taking up this option. 

In the Ladies’ Plate Beulah Moody (Ha), below right, 
and Helena Cable (Ha), top right, both reached the final 
having had epic matches in their semi final matches. 
Beulah had the longest match of the day in beating Zoe 
Hallam (St) 10/21 21/18 30/28 whilst Helena overcame 
Emma Skingsley (Ex) in three sets 17/21 21/10 21/6. 
Helena then went on to win the final 21/7 21/18 despite 
Beulah pushing her hard in the 2nd set. Both no doubt 
very tired young ladies.

The Men’s Plate saw 16 participants with Kaleem Bhatti 
(Ex), Trehan Christie (Mx), Basil Tallah (Ex) and 
Christopher Massey (IOW) reaching the semi final stages. 
Bhatti beat Christie 21/13 21/15 and Tullah beat Massey 
in a long three setter 21/19 19/21 21/15 to set up a final 
between Bhatti and Tullah.  Kaleem Bhatti went on to 
win a long and highly contested final 22/20 19/21 21/19. 
A match contested between friends and doubles partners. 

Thanks go to HEAD for their continued support of this 
event together with the helpers on the day, Jan Harvey, 
Jill Robertson, Catherine Troke (giving computer 
support), Brian Woodall and as ever Margaret Houlton 
on kitchen duties supporting Diana & Graham Troke 
organisers of this event. .  

This was a very good Tournament to start the new season 
giving the players much needed singles practice for the
 tough year ahead. 


Hampshire Senior Team Fixtures 2010-11
1st Team

	Sat
	13
	Nov
	Yorkshire
	
	11.00am
	Medway Park, Kent

	Sat
	13
	Nov
	Buckinghamshire
	
	3.00pm
	Medway Park, Kent

	Sun
	14
	Nov
	Leinster
	
	10.00am
	Medway Park, Kent

	Sat
	15
	Jan
	Avon
	
	11.00am
	NBC, Milton Keynes

	Sat
	15
	Jan
	Lancashire
	
	2.30pm
	NBC, Milton Keynes

	Sun
	16
	Jan
	Cheshire
	
	10.00am
	NBC, Milton Keynes

	Sat
	9
	April
	Surrey 2
	
	11.30am
	York Railway Institute

	Sat
	9
	April
	Worcestershire
	
	2.30pm
	York Railway Institute

	Sun
	10
	April
	Kent
	
	10.00am
	York Railway Institute


2nd Team

	Sun
	3
	Oct
	Dorset
	Away
	1.00pm
	David English SC, Bournemouth, BH8 9PZ

	Sun
	7
	Nov
	Wiltshire
	Home
	12.00pm
	Westgate BC, Winchester

	Sun
	21
	Nov
	Berkshire
	Away
	1.00pm
	Woodford Park SH, Reading, RG5 4LY

	Sun
	19
	Dec
	Surrey 3
	Home
	12.00pm
	Westgate BC, Winchester

	Sun
	9
	Jan
	Dorset
	Home
	12.30pm
	Westgate BC, Winchester

	Sun
	30
	Jan
	Berkshire
	Home
	12.00pm
	Westgate BC, Winchester

	Sun
	13
	Feb
	Surrey 3
	Away
	11.30pm
	Wimbledon Rackets & Fitness Club, SW19 4HD

	Sun
	27
	Feb
	Wiltshire
	Away
	12.00pm
	Christie Miller SC, Melksham, SN12 6QU


3rd Team

	Sun
	7
	Nov
	Surrey 4
	Home
	12.00pm
	Westgate BC, Winchester

	Sun
	21
	Nov
	Berkshire 3
	Away
	1.00pm
	Woodford Park SH, Reading, RG5 4LY

	Sun
	28
	Nov
	Devon 2
	Away
	11.00am
	Cranford SC, Exmouth, EX8 2EQ

	Sun

Sun
	19

9
	Dec

Jan
	Devon 2

IOW
	Home

Home
	12.00pm

12.30pm
	Westgate BC, Winchester
Westgate BC, Winchester

	Sun
	30
	Jan
	Berkshire 3
	Home
	12.00pm
	Westgate BC, Winchester

	Sun
	13
	Feb
	Surrey 4
	Away
	11.30pm
	Wimbledon Rackets & Fitness Club, SW19 4HD

	Sun
	?
	?
	IOW
	Away
	?
	?


17– 21

16th/17th April 2011
Venue to be advised by Badminton England

Tournament dates 2010-11 

Saturday 18th September 2010 
                      U11 and U15 Junior Restricted Tournaments
Sunday 19th September 2010                                 U13 and U17 Junior Restricted Tournaments
Friday/Saturday 24th/25th September 2010
       Hampshire Senior Restricted Tournament

Sunday 26th September 2010                                Veterans’ Restricted Level and Mixed Doubles 

Saturday 23rd October 2010

       Hampshire Open U.17 Tournament  
Saturday/Sunday 11th /12th December 2010         Hampshire Challenger Open Championships
Saturday/Sunday 22nd /23rd January 2011            Veterans’ Open
Saturday 10th April 2011                                        Hampshire Inter-District KO Cup

Saturday 16th April 2011                                        Hampshire Orbital Open   
Saturday/Sunday 30th April/1st May 2011
       Hampshire Schools Open U.14

Saturday/Sunday 14th /15th May 2011
       Hampshire Schools Open U.16
Entry forms available to download from our website – www.hampshirebadminton.co.uk 
County Team Selection, Team Managers and County Club for 2010-2011

The Selectors will be:

Mark Peckham – Chairman of Selectors

Jo Dix

Kieran Dix

Chris Evans

Neil Potter

Team Managers will be:

1st Team: Trevor Shanks, supported by Mark Peckham, Jo Dix, Chris Evans and Neil Potter

2nd Team: Neil Potter and Chris Evans jointly

3rd Team: Kieran Dix and James Dick jointly

Selection Process and County Club:

· Trials for County Teams will be held at the Westgate Badminton Centre, by invitation of the Selectors, on September 8, 15 and 22 from 7.30 to 10.00. Players will all pay £5.00 for each session they attend. The County Restricted will take place on 24 and 25 September, after which the selectors will meet to confirm their Nominations for 1st and 2nd Team players. Only players who have played in either the Open Singles event, the Trials or the County Restricted will be considered for Nomination.

· County Club will start on 29 September and run for 4 Wednesdays in October, November and January only, making a total of 13 sessions. Mark expects to be available to attend all these sessions.

· Nominated County Team players will be able to attend these sessions free of charge. A total of 16 players will be given this opportunity. It is anticipated that only about 10 will attend on any given night.

· Some 10 or 12 other players will be invited by the Selectors to gain experience, practice and maybe coaching. They will be the players who are expected to be called upon to play in the 3rd team. They will pay no more than £8.00 per session.  

· Mark will want to invite a few talented players from outside the County to attend free of charge and provide extra experience for our players.

· In return for the free sessions our Nominated players will be expected to make a firm commitment to making themselves available to play in the matches arranged for their team. Details of fixtures will be given to the players when Nominations are confirmed to the players.

Mark Peckham can be contacted on 07880 705 935

**********
Money Matters
After last year’s when we held the affiliation fees at the same level as the year before, we have again followed Badminton England’s lead and made a modest increase. While they have increased by RPI and to cover increased benefits, we have gone for just the RPI increase. All this results in the figures below for the coming season:

                                                                   BE                    HBA                    Total

Senior Club Members                                  £10.00               £5.50                   £15.50 

Junior Members of a Senior Club                  £5.00                £2.75                    £7.75 

Junior Club Fees                                         £48.20               £6.00                   £54.20

In order for your members to be “legally” affiliated and insured, Club Officers are reminded to make every effort to ensure that all fees, both BE and HBA, are received at Badminton England before last year’s cover expires, not at the end of September as before, but by the end of October 2010.  Last year’s insurance cover has been extended a further month free of charge to give us all, and their membership department, an extra month get things right before we have to get the details and the money to them. Last year a lot of clubs were very late completing their affiliations. I know, because I don’t get the County part until BE have received it, processed it and authorized payment. BE should have contacted each Club Secretary individually and made sure that you all know what to do. Please make a start as soon as you start back for the year and send it all off as soon as most of your members have paid their fees to you. Latecomers and late deciders can always be added later. It is important to your members and to the people they play against during the season that everyone has proper insurance cover.

Hazel Marks – Hampshire Registration Secretary

New faces on the HBA Management Committee

At the AGM we had the opportunity to elect a new President to follow in the footsteps of John Parker who tragically died in February. We are delighted that Trevor Shanks agreed to take on the role and you will see on page 26 that we soon had him busy presenting trophies at the Open Singles Tournament in August. He is still a member of the Basingstoke District Committee and still manages our 1st senior County Team. We hope he will enjoy his new role as much as we shall enjoy having him around more!

Elected to follow Janet Palmer as Treasurer is Steve Harvey, already, with wife Jan, a stalwart on the Tournament Committee. He is very well qualified for the job and we wish him well as he finds out just what he has let himself in for…

Caz Lee had been our Match Secretary for 9 years, but wanted more time to spend with her family and so Sarah Moore was elected to carry out the duties of sorting out, confirming and checking all the fixtures for the senior County Teams. She is settling in quickly and doing a great job already.

Directors of HBA Ltd.
Our Articles of Association as a Limited Company require that we nominate 6 Directors to Companies House. These are also Officers of the Association. They are: Trevor Shanks (President), Diana Troke (Chairman), Hazel Marks (Company Secretary), Steve Harvey (Treasurer), Dennis Blazye (Coaching Secretary) and Margaret Houlton (Veterans’ Co-ordinator). 
And here are some of the faces, old and new, and some with no faces...




                    
HAMPSHIRE BADMINTON ASSOCIATION LIMITED OFFICERS- 2010-11
President: Mr. Trevor Shanks, 19 Matthews Way, Oakley, Basingstoke. RG23 7DQ  Tel: 01256 781249
Email: stshanks@btinternet.com 

Chairman: Mrs. Diana Troke, 9 Cerdic Mews, Hamble-le-Rice, Southampton.  SO31 4LW    
Tel: 023 8045 5183  Email: graham.troke@ntlworld.com     

Secretary and Registration Secretary: Mrs. Hazel Marks, The Cedars, Crowell, Chinnor. OX39 4RP  

Tel: 01844 351841  Email: hazel.marks@virgin.net
Treasurer and Hampshire Youth Badminton Trust Secretary: Mr. Steve Harvey, 58 Thorold Road, Bitterne Park, Southampton SO18 1JG  Tel: 023 8055 1185   Email: stevejan58@btinternet.com 

Match Secretary: Miss Sarah Moore, 15 Aldermoor Road, Gosport. PO13 9RU 
Tel: 07828 931 262 (mob) Email: smoore2@eastleigh.ac.uk    

Coaching Secretary: Mr. Dennis Blazye, Moorside, Pines Road, Griggs Green, Liphook.  GU30 7PL  Tel: 01428 723327  Email: dennisblazye@btinternet.com 
Tournament Co-ordinator and Child Welfare Officer: Mrs. Jan Harvey, 58 Thorold Road, Bitterne Park, Southampton. SO18 1JG  Tel: 023 8055 1185  Email: stevejan58@btinternet.com 

Veterans’ Co-ordinators: Miss Margaret Houlton, 56 Teg Down Meads, Winchester. SO22 5ND  

Tel: 01962 869443  Email: mhoulton@gmail.com  

Mrs Linda Coombes, 35 Blackwater Grove, Alderholt, Fordingbridge.  SP6 3AD  Tel: 01425 657166 

Email: linda_coombes@sky.com   

Regional Badminton Development Officer: Miss Sophie Jackson, 116 Corbett Road, Waterlooville.  PO7 5TF   Tel: 01962 845021 (Office) or 07725 413 548  (Mobile) 

Email: sophiejackson@badmintonengland.co.uk   

Chairman of Selectors:  Mr Mark Peckham, 3 White Hart Cottages, Dean Lane, Whiteparish. SP5 2RQ 

Tel: 07880 705 935    

Junior Chairman: Mrs Jean Merrikin, Torridon, Springvale Road, Headbourne Worthy, Winchester. 

SO23 7LD  Tel: 01962 881917  Email: emerrikin007@btinternet.com 
Regional  Development  Manager:  Mr.Tom Duggan.   07725 413 522    tomduggan@badmintonengland.co.uk    
Newsletter Editor: Mrs. Janet Palmer, 20 Hazel Close, Chandler’s Ford, Eastleigh. SO53 5RF  Tel: 023 8025 3855  Email: douglas_palmer@sky.com 
Westgate Badminton Centre: Cheriton Road, Winchester. 01962 877626 Fax: 01962 877627 Email: nigel@westgatebadmintoncentre.co.uk
Westgate Centre Manager: Mr. Nigel Tier, 16 St Georges Avenue, Warblington. PO9 2RX Tel/Fax: 023 9236 6864 Mobile: 07808 950 690 Email: nigeltier@hotmail.co.uk    

Website: www.hampshirebadminton.co.uk
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Chairman of Selectors








Margaret Houlton


Veterans’ 


Co-ordinator








Sarah Moore – Match Secretary








Hampshire Badminton Association Ltd is happy to acknowledge the contribution made by Trevor Darlington of GraphicSolutions in the printing of this Newsletter.








Patti Cunningham


Umpires’ Representative
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Newsletter Editor
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Coaching 


Secretary





Contact details for the Newsletter:





Editor: Janet Palmer  Tel: 023 8025 3855


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:douglas_palmer@sky.com" �douglas_palmer@sky.com� or





Hazel Marks Tel: 01844 351841


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:hazel.marks@virgin.net" ��hazel.marks@virgin.net�





The Final of this season-long inter-club handicap tournament took place at the Winchester Lido. The team from Four Marks (+6), pictured left with Mary Banerjee (far left), beat Caer Gwent 1 (-10) by a clear margin of 7-2. 


Four Marks players are: Graham White, Dan Shepherd, Simon Tiplady, Jenny Murphy, Gayle Tiplady and Jane Passingham.


Caer Gwent players are: Adam Turner, Richard Whatley, James Bevis, Sue Moody, Beulah Moody and Julie Taylor.








Hazel Marks


Company Secretary





WOULD YOU LIKE AN INDIVIDUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO THE NEWSLETTER FOR THE 2010-11 SEASON?


Only £7.50 PER SEASON 


(Three Editions) 


Please make cheques payable to Hampshire Badminton Association Ltd. and send to The Editor





HOW ABOUT ADVERTISING IN THE NEWSLETTER? 


To discuss charges: 





Apply to the Editor at


20 Hazel Close, Chandler’s Ford, Eastleigh.


SO53 5RF
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Diana Troke  Chairman
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Jean Merrikin – Junior Chairman








Trevor Shanks  President











Sophie Jackson


Regional Officer








Visit our Website at


� HYPERLINK "http://www.hampshirebadminton.co.uk" ��www.hampshirebadminton.co.uk� 


for information and news

















Top right, Melissa Stride (Ha) and Tsui Lee Lau (Bu) receive their Girls’ Doubles trophies from Colin Byford, Hampshire Vice-President and Tournament Referee. Top left, Tsui Lee and Melissa in action.


Below right, Kelvin Latimer concentrates on receiving the serve while partner Sikun Chen waits to get involved.














Steve Harvey – Company Treasurer





At the end of the AGM, the former Officers of the Hampshire Coaches’ Association, Chairman Alan Baker (left) and Secretary Ken Milne, completed the final act of dissolution of the Association by handing the HBA Chairman a cheque for £1588.21. It is their wish that the money be spent on Coaching activities or Coach Education. Diana thanked them for the contribution and noted their preferences. 





This was the first official appearance for Trevor Shanks, Hampshire’s new President, who is also Manager of the County 1st Team and a Basingstoke District Committee Member. He is supported by our Chairman Diana Troke and Brenda Andrew, wife of Bill. Brenda is still very active in the England Badminton Veterans’ scene











DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE


22nd November 2010























Editor’s email address: janet-doug@tiscali.co.uk




















Toby Penty receives his Men’s Singles winner’s prize from Bill Andrew, Vice-President of Badminton England Council











The victorious Southampton Team receive the Inter-District KO Cup from organizer Ruth Cairns





The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Hampshire Badminton Association Ltd











Jo Dix receives her Ladies’ Singles runner-up prize from Hampshire President Trevor Shanks





Hampshire Vice-President Jill Robertson was on hand to do the honours as Hayley Duckett collected runner-up trophies in the Girls’ Singles (top left, with Isabella Nielson), the Girls’ Doubles with Viki Williams (left) and the winners’ trophies with Darren Adamson (above)























Left the winning St Denys Team: Neil Potter, Ewan Campbell, Kate Lutman, Jo Dix, Jenny Crump and Mark Peckham





Below left the BGB Southampton Team: Philip Barber, Karyn Richardson, Steve Norton, Julie Kingston, Vikki Gunn and Steve Council














Having finished the end of last season on a sad note with the deaths of both John Parker and Mark Carter, Hampshire President & Winchester & District Life Vice-President respectively, we start this season on a similar sad note. 





Shortly after going to press for the March edition we heard of the sudden death of Mike Sertin, Badminton England’s Chairman, and therefore were unable to include his obituary in that edition, so I make no apologies for its inclusion in this one. Mike of course was the husband of ex-England & Hampshire County player Catherine Troke, son-in-law of our own County Chairman Diana Troke and brother-in-law to Helen Troke, MBE, also ex-England & Hampshire County player. It was only at our 2009 AGM that he presented Diana with her “English Badminton Award” supported by both Catherine & Helen. His vast business experience will be greatly missed by Badminton England and his huge contribution to the sport of badminton over 40 years at County, National & International level together with his ebullient personality will be long remembered. The huge turnout at his Service of Thanksgiving was a testament to the esteem in which he was held. Our condolences go to the family, particularly his widow Catherine and son James. Please see Page 8 for full obituary.





As is customary, this first edition of the new season consists of a roundup of last season, a précis of the reports from the A.G.M. & then a look forward to events and information re the new season. We have had several important Director and administrative changes over the close season including Trevor Shanks becoming our new President, Steve Harvey taking up the role as Company Treasurer, Margaret Houlton taking over as Junior Section Treasurer and Sarah Moore replacing Caz Lee as Match Secretary. Hazel has given more information regarding these changes further on in the new season line up.  





The County teams have had mixed results and their final placings can be found further on in this Newsletter together with plans for this season. The U.15 team had particularly good results winning both the Shires League finals and the Team Challenge finals thus being given pride of place on our front cover, 





It just leaves me to say that I hope you all have a good season of badminton ahead of you, either at Club, Hampshire or maybe even International level for a few of you. 





If any Club has a new Secretary, please let Hazel Marks know, so that we can send the Newsletter to the correct person. It takes quite a while for this information to filter through from Badminton England. 





HAPPY BADMINTON                                                                                                                                          Janet Palmer - Editor


























































































































Right is the Basingstoke team after their victory in the Plate event.

















The National U15 Team Challenge and Shires League Winners from Hampshire


Back row: Sarah Stannett, Tom Kent, Nick Downard, Sikun Chen and Viki Williams.


Front row: Melissa Stride, Kelvin Latimer and Jessica Rix.





                             Hampshire is proud of you!              Full report on page 12 















































If you would like a copy of this Newsletter with full colour photos please contact the Editor, Janet Palmer – see bottom of page 2 for details.








Runners-up Aldershot and Camberley took their defeat in the final with good grace
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