Triumph for Hampshire Veterans Teams in their Inter County Championships

This annual event was held last weekend at Hatfield and Bournemouth. It is held over just one weekend so that players can play in only one age group.

40’s Premier Division 
Won 1, lost 1, drew 4. Finished 4th of 7. 

45’s Division 1B
Won 4, lost 1 (to the team who had won 40’s Premier Division last season). Finished 2nd of 6.

50’s Division 1B
Won 3, drew 1 and lost 2. They finished 3rd of 7 in this division.

55’s Premier Division
We decided to withdraw this team as there were problems fielding both 55’s and 60’s and some of the 55’s league team were eligible for 60’s.

60’s Premier Division
Won 4, drew 2, finished on same points total as Avon.  As this match was drawn total games won were looked at and Hampshire had won 2 more so CHAMPIONS.
65’s Premier Division
Won 5, lost 1, finished on same points as Nottinghamshire but as we had beaten them were CHAMPIONS.
70’s Premier Division
The first year this has been an official event. As only 5 counties entered our team played all other counties on both days and won all 8 matches (On 1st day as only 2 ladies were available and a special regulation for this age group existed our ladies played 4 ladies doubles and 2 mixed doubles each, 15 and 16 sets respectively!) CHAMPIONS.
To put this in context, in 25 years and 115 events Hampshire had been champions
only once – 60’s in 1997. Now we have three Champion teams in one season.

There must be something in the Hampshire air that suits badminton players as they get older!
